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Attestation Has Begun!

Monday, April 18, was the first day Eligible Providers were able to attest to Meaningful Use on
the CMS website. Reports of successful attestation have been released by hospital systems in
Mansfield, Ohio, Newport News, Virginia and in Texas. Additionally, a family physician in
Warwick, Rhode Island reported successful attestation on Monday. We anticipate successful
attestations will take place in the NEO HealthConnect region in the very near future.

Preparing for Attestation

In an effort to assist practices and hospitals in successfully navigating the Medicare EHR
Incentive Program, CMS has made several resources available:

e A new attestation page on the CMS EHR website, where participants in the Medicare EHR

Incentive Program can find important information on attestation.

o The Meaningful Use Attestation Calculator allows EPs and eligible hospitals to check
whether they have met meaningful use guidelines before they attest in the system. The
calculator prints a copy of each EP's or eligible hospital's specific measure summary.

e The Eligible Professional User Guide and the Eligible Hospital and Critical Access
Hospital User Guide provide step-by-step guidance for EPs and eligible hospitals on

navigating the attestation system.
Additional resources will be coming soon:

o Attestation Worksheets for EPs and eligible hospitals allow users to fill out their
meaningful use measure values, so they have a quick reference tool to use while attesting.

o Attestation Video Webinars will provide a video version of the user guides for EPs,
eligible hospitals and CAHs. The videos show EP and eligible hospital representatives
completing the attestation process.

If you are not ready to attest, follow these steps to participate in the programs:

e Make sure you're eligible for the EHR Incentive Programs. View eligibility guidelines
at the Eligibility Page and select the program in which you want to participate.



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=slpqh5dab&et=1105073086894&s=0&e=001tq4sl87FdZK-vuXhAligh4_V0ADAF94_qIZbFl078OgtzQ20n9B87WNbccBv7ExKyaokO3dxKYm4WzuKT2TJ6ytJnNqMFDl-nWGtNYSvWjVUOdNzFpbKCcUaZfCCOQ5zU0dtz0mf-AQSXXHySu0l-SH2LbudZqlfi4fmp3F1H_ykBvAAfg2zeO61XT06dup6RpXUfUhNX6SuJrNg6kzw4vzndXNk200PtATd9955g0R1CnwPMJOZyGXQICOU5EQsMN6bfAFr1xW8zIET_Wot4LO7RIngD2yCBjVNgNPbjdl077Ab9lL1usiAQdw6VUV7t3UgBeazYrm9pANihp8bW3_dHM3jy3XEuGGicXdWMNiVEhFG90woXnl6CRtdY3wNDVgE04lk0gKippj-y9HW2ZuYh8sO7QSQYtYPy0Zj2HScnVuykeYv_EfYlEAGfAHbqUlTR0gjw6yl3Q45UH6P5-LKURRJmi4XsgIOPaXuaRXXmWYP40OS-E5EdRqwqlIwO7-VTumKQgyiFhg1xxlCc_FSKsl-OfJzbp5X3g51gIczKO833foYEj3k0gyodDMJ
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=slpqh5dab&et=1105073086894&s=0&e=001tq4sl87FdZK-vuXhAligh4_V0ADAF94_qIZbFl078OgtzQ20n9B87WNbccBv7ExKyaokO3dxKYm4WzuKT2TJ6ytJnNqMFDl-nWGtNYSvWjVUOdNzFpbKCcUaZfCCOQ5zU0dtz0mf-AQSXXHySu0l-SH2LbudZqlfi4fmp3F1H_ykBvAAfg2zeO61XT06dup6RpXUfUhNX6SuJrNg6kzw4vzndXNk200PtATd9955g0R1CnwPMJOZyGXQICOU5EQsMN6bfAFr1xW8zIET_Wot4LO7RIngD2yCBjVNgNPbjdl077Ab9lL1usiAQdw6VUV7t3UgBeazYrm9pANihp8bW3_dHM3jy3XEuGGicXdWMNiVEhFG90woXnl6CRtdY3wNDVgE04lk0gKippj-y9HW2ZuYh8sO7QSQYtYPy0Zj2HScnVuykeYv_Li9cx9ExPEEcIlT0vB_0t7Xyr_oU2zMr1P5PsA1FXvqqGIdMEC02XVx38y2DqjnnyY8dpUeU6cMv6AOL8Ye_ls=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=slpqh5dab&et=1105073086894&s=0&e=001tq4sl87FdZK-vuXhAligh4_V0ADAF94_qIZbFl078OgtzQ20n9B87WNbccBv7ExKyaokO3dxKYm4WzuKT2TJ6ytJnNqMFDl-nWGtNYSvWjVUOdNzFpbKCcUaZfCCOQ5zU0dtz0mf-AQSXXHySu0l-SH2LbudZqlfi4fmp3F1H_ykBvAAfg2zeO61XT06dup6RpXUfUhNX6SuJrNg6kzw4vzndXNk200PtATd9955g0R1CnwPMJOZyGXQICOU5EQsMN6bfAFr1xW8zIET_Wot4LO7RIngD2yCBjVNgNPbjdl077Ab9lL1usiAQdw6VUV7t3UgBeazYrm9pANihp8bW3_dHM3jy3XEuGGicXdWMNiVEhFG90woXnl6CRtdY3wNDVgE04lk0gKippj-y9HW2ZuYh8sO7QSQYtYPy0Zj2HScnVuykeYv_O2t0ckzpxjY-z_6upSL6xa0J0fa1ZEZuiv9a34qJxQT9tbybE5L_30sVgP7wCrm0V4hwM9D1rXcvmfeI0q_AmJjqO42PQRE8xk2VTqXvPzW37Fnex4hVtxBEGoszJJnWWyXWj6JUWJigwTG8ZK4XE0=
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=slpqh5dab&et=1105073086894&s=0&e=001tq4sl87FdZK-vuXhAligh4_V0ADAF94_qIZbFl078OgtzQ20n9B87WNbccBv7ExKyaokO3dxKYm4WzuKT2TJ6ytJnNqMFDl-nWGtNYSvWjVUOdNzFpbKCcUaZfCCOQ5zU0dtz0mf-AQSXXHySu0l-SH2LbudZqlfi4fmp3F1H_ykBvAAfg2zeO61XT06dup6RpXUfUhNX6SuJrNg6kzw4vzndXNk200PtATd9955g0R1CnwPMJOZyGXQICOU5EQsMN6bfAFr1xW8zIET_Wot4LO7RIngD2yCBjVNgNPbjdl077Ab9lL1usiAQdw6VUV7t3UgBeazYrm9pANihp8bW3_dHM3jy3XEuGGicXdWMNiVEhFG90woXnl6CRtdY3wNDVgE04lk0gKippj-y9HW2ZuYh8sO7QSQYtYPy0Zj2HScnVuykeYv_DyMHonk_d4pPTbcJVhjNWKh9bIlkkEgypUqhXD1OqSFNl5VHOxhzYpYqOIUWipOclfMk7q1AAhlTU33tgvvaV8wH86P9qKs3100aRaHb56Nd1HvKk8GBFE=

o Getregistered. Registration is open for EPs, eligible hospitals, and CAHs. Visit the
Registration Page for more details.

o Use certified EHR technology. To receive incentive payments, make sure the EHR
technology you're using or are considering buying has been certified by the Office of the
National Coordinator for Health Information Technology. Visit the Certified EHR
Technology Page for details.

e Be a Meaningful User. You have to successfully demonstrate "meaningful use" for a
consecutive 90-day period in your first year of participation (and for a full year in each
subsequent years) to receive EHR incentive payments. Visit the Meaningful Use Page to
learn about meaningful use objectives and measures.

e Attest for incentive payments. To get your EHR incentive payment, you must attest
through Medicare's secure website that you've demonstrated meaningful use with certified
EHR technology.

IMPORTANT E-Prescribing Penalty Reminder

June 30, 2011: Claims-based reporting of 10 e-prescriptions required to
avoid a 1% penalty on ALL 2012 Medicare billed charges.

December 31, 2011: Claims-based reporting of 25 e-prescriptions required
to avoid a 1.5% penalty on ALL 2013 Medicare billed charges.

In the Final Rule published November 29, 2010, CMS announced that providers who fail to adopt
and report the use of their eprescribing system will be subject to a -1% payment adjustment (i.e.,
penalty) on their Medicare Part B Physician Fee Schedule (PFS) covered professional services for
2012. In order to avoid this payment adjustment, providers must report on their Medicare claims
that they have completed eprescriptions for a minimum of 10 patient encounters by June 30, 2011.
Furthermore, to avoid the -1.5% payment adjustment for 2013, providers must report
eprescriptions for a minimum of 25 patient encounters by December 31, 2011. Claims-based
reporting of eRx is required for providers to be exempt from the eRx payment adjustment.
Achieving Meaningful Use as part of successful participation in the Medicare or Medicaid EHR
Incentives programs does not exempt providers from the eRx payment adjustment.

If an eligible professional or selected group practice wishes to request an exemption to the eRx
Incentive Program and the payment adjustment, there are two "hardship codes" that can be
reported via claims should one of the following situations apply:

G8642 - The eligible professional practices in a rural area without sufficient high speed
internet access and requests a hardship exemption from the application of the payment
adjustment under section 1848(a)(5)(A) of the Social Security Act.

G8643 - The eligible professional practices in an area without sufficient available pharmacies
for electronic prescribing and requests a hardship exemption from the application of the
payment adjustment under section 1848(a)(5)(A) of the Social Security Act.



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=slpqh5dab&et=1105073086894&s=0&e=001tq4sl87FdZK-vuXhAligh4_V0ADAF94_qIZbFl078OgtzQ20n9B87WNbccBv7ExKyaokO3dxKYm4WzuKT2TJ6ytJnNqMFDl-nWGtNYSvWjVUOdNzFpbKCcUaZfCCOQ5zU0dtz0mf-AQSXXHySu0l-SH2LbudZqlfi4fmp3F1H_ykBvAAfg2zeO61XT06dup6RpXUfUhNX6SuJrNg6kzw4vzndXNk200PtATd9955g0R1CnwPMJOZyGXQICOU5EQsMN6bfAFr1xW8zIET_Wot4LO7RIngD2yCBjVNgNPbjdl077Ab9lL1usiAQdw6VUV7t3UgBeazYrm9pANihp8bW3_dHM3jy3XEuGGicXdWMNiVEhFG90woXnl6CRtdY3wNDVgE04lk0gKippj-y9HW2ZuYh8sO7QSQYtYPy0Zj2HScnVuykeYv_F7h5DLkG8Untf2QnJctJabwTe1u7mRDh2VNwhC-3Z0eFUrw0FWdgqgERsec-KJ04frcoOWnc6n6KbkKvk-E7UHKVsWprRgHqv_XLOCQq7f_CKdVt9TpQb3rb994YpqhbH9mlH19Npvd
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=slpqh5dab&et=1105073086894&s=0&e=001tq4sl87FdZK-vuXhAligh4_V0ADAF94_qIZbFl078OgtzQ20n9B87WNbccBv7ExKyaokO3dxKYm4WzuKT2TJ6ytJnNqMFDl-nWGtNYSvWjVUOdNzFpbKCcUaZfCCOQ5zU0dtz0mf-AQSXXHySu0l-SH2LbudZqlfi4fmp3F1H_ykBvAAfg2zeO61XT06dup6RpXUfUhNX6SuJrNg6kzw4vzndXNk200PtATd9955g0R1CnwPMJOZyGXQICOU5EQsMN6bfAFr1xW8zIET_Wot4LO7RIngD2yCBjVNgNPbjdl077Ab9lL1usiAQdw6VUV7t3UgBeazYrm9pANihp8bW3_dHM3jy3XEuGGicXdWMNiVEhFG90woXnl6CRtdY3wNDVgE04lk0gKippj-y9HW2ZuYh8sO7QSQYtYPy0Zj2HScnVuykeYv_H_Cfiv6eHCYp_7h7RHtxZjRJrWO_VObLpzprdHttWxVoAIdyINiGL-hIW7bfcZ4yhdiVmvLJaTS7u_aQw-5FMzOseaUux9MvkZetk0A0OZPdnfAN5CipCQ=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=slpqh5dab&et=1105073086894&s=0&e=001tq4sl87FdZK-vuXhAligh4_V0ADAF94_qIZbFl078OgtzQ20n9B87WNbccBv7ExKyaokO3dxKYm4WzuKT2TJ6ytJnNqMFDl-nWGtNYSvWjVUOdNzFpbKCcUaZfCCOQ5zU0dtz0mf-AQSXXHySu0l-SH2LbudZqlfi4fmp3F1H_ykBvAAfg2zeO61XT06dup6RpXUfUhNX6SuJrNg6kzw4vzndXNk200PtATd9955g0R1CnwPMJOZyGXQICOU5EQsMN6bfAFr1xW8zIET_Wot4LO7RIngD2yCBjVNgNPbjdl077Ab9lL1usiAQdw6VUV7t3UgBeazYrm9pANihp8bW3_dHM3jy3XEuGGicXdWMNiVEhFG90woXnl6CRtdY3wNDVgE04lk0gKippj-y9HW2ZuYh8sO7QSQYtYPy0Zj2HScnVuykeYv_H_Cfiv6eHCYp_7h7RHtxZjRJrWO_VObLpzprdHttWxVoAIdyINiGL-hIW7bfcZ4yhdiVmvLJaTS7u_aQw-5FMzOseaUux9MvkZetk0A0OZPdnfAN5CipCQ=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=slpqh5dab&et=1105073086894&s=0&e=001tq4sl87FdZK-vuXhAligh4_V0ADAF94_qIZbFl078OgtzQ20n9B87WNbccBv7ExKyaokO3dxKYm4WzuKT2TJ6ytJnNqMFDl-nWGtNYSvWjVUOdNzFpbKCcUaZfCCOQ5zU0dtz0mf-AQSXXHySu0l-SH2LbudZqlfi4fmp3F1H_ykBvAAfg2zeO61XT06dup6RpXUfUhNX6SuJrNg6kzw4vzndXNk200PtATd9955g0R1CnwPMJOZyGXQICOU5EQsMN6bfAFr1xW8zIET_Wot4LO7RIngD2yCBjVNgNPbjdl077Ab9lL1usiAQdw6VUV7t3UgBeazYrm9pANihp8bW3_dHM3jy3XEuGGicXdWMNiVEhFG90woXnl6CRtdY3wNDVgE04lk0gKippj-y9HW2ZuYh8sO7QSQYtYPy0Zj2HScnVuykeYv_KNR__27r6JMascR8IqBQbhl4n2BDunS2CFx-7GPBVO0Ay9K5xC8Zd-88W5XZDBquKgfkNtwwvhdaxdBE0w9wuiFqmF4Q32EWyFcXfQiQKkXZmXRtu4-oadBVk8_5vjEeQ==

Additionally, Code G8644 can be used when the eligible professional does not have prescribing
privileges. When this code is reported via claims, the eligible professional may not be considered
for a payment adjustment.

For additional information or e-prescribing resources, please contact NEO HealthConnect at 330-
599-4595.

Free REC Services Update

As of April 21, NEO HealthConnect has only 137 slots remaining for free REC

Services. Fourteen of those positions have been committed to practices and contracts will be
finalized shortly. If you or any of your colleagues are pursuing EHR adoption or need

assistance with meaningful use requirements, please contact NEO HealthConnect at 330-599-4595.

NEO HealthConnect, Inc.
241 West Federal Street
Youngstown, Ohio 44503
(330) 599-4595
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About NEO HealthConnect, Inc.

NEO HealthConnect is a sub-recipient of the Ohio Health Information Partnership (OHIP). OHIP is funded through the Office of the
National Coordinator, Department of Health & Human Services, grant number 90RC0012/01.




